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THE
MURDER
OF
RICKY ARD
BY
EVANSVILE
POLICE

A poster reading “E is NOT for everyone / R.I.P. Ricky Ard” hangs in front of the Winﬁeld K.
Benton Federal Building on Mar+n Luther King Jr. Blvd. in downtown Evansville on August 30,
2017, during a rally 24 hours a3er police had shot and killed Ricky Ard at the same loca+on. The
slogan is a twist on “E is for everyone”—a marke+ng campaign created by Evansville's business
leaders in an a8empt to re-brand Evansville as friendly to commerce and development, i.e. to
fuel gentriﬁca+on. The poster is an example of “détournement,” a tac+c of poli+cal subversion
in which the symbols and images of those in power are altered to be expressions of resistance.
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Police Kill Evansville
Resident Ricky Ard Outside
Federal Building

A

Originally published at wheretheriverfrowns.com, August 29, 2017

n Evansville police officer and a federal security officer employed by the
U.S. Marshals shot and killed an Evansville man, 55-year-old Ricky Ard, outside the Winfield K. Benton Federal Building in downtown Evansville today.
Police allege that Ard smashed the front windows of the Federal
Building with a baseball bat and was complaining about "the government"
during the confrontation. One witness, Andrew Wolfe, interviewed by the
Evansville Courier and Press, said that the police tried to use a Taser on Ard,
but it "didn't work." According to police, Ard was kicked out of the Federal
Building yesterday after some sort of incident.
Of course, Ard cannot tell his own side of the story, and as of yet, no
information is available from his family or loved ones that could shed light on
this incident. Body camera footage and video from surveillance cameras attached to the federal building are yet to be released.
According to the project Killed by Police, which tracks police murders, Ricky Ard is the 804th person killed by police in the U.S. in
2017. According to The Counted, a project that tracked police murders last
year, police killed 1,092 people in the U.S. in 2016.
According to their press release, the Evansville Police Department
claims the officers believed "the man’s continued violent behavior posed an
immediate threat of serious bodily injury or death," and that "the officers discharged their firearms to protect themselves."1 They also stated, in a Tweet,
that the officers had used "multiple de-escalation techniques" prior to shooting Ard.2
But some Evansville residents have taken issue with these claims,
wondering why two armed and trained officers could not resolve this incident
without loss of life.
-9-

Jeremy Wilson, an Evansville resident, wrote in comments on Facebook3: "They should of shot him in the shoulder or leg, he should still be
alive. They are trained to aim before firing. My point is they killed a guy who
had a bat! A bat! This should of been handled so different than just killing
him... They should of went and picked up a couple Jim Town thugs and said
'give you guys 20$ bucks to disarm him.' And watch what they would of done
with
out
killing
him...if they would
have done their job
“They should of went and
this guy would be
alive right now getting
picked up a couple Jim
mentally assessed and
Town thugs and said 'give
figuring out what he
needs to get to the
you guys 20$ bucks to
help he needs, not put
down like a rabid
disarm him.' And watch
dog."
Another resident
what they would of done
wondered why the
with out killing him...this
officers had failed to
properly deploy their
guy would be alive right
Tasers: "Help me understand something…
now getting mentally
Officers are trained to
protect and serve
assessed and *iguring out
right? You can shoot a
what he needs to get to the
man 4 to 5 times with
a gun but you can't hit
help he needs, not put
him once with a tazer?
Yeah great job."
down like a rabid dog.”
As usual, the corporate media sprung
- Jeremy Wilson,
into immediate action,
in a Facebook comment
helping the police justify the killing, parroton Ard’s death
ing police talking
points word-for-word,
and working to vilify
Ard. Article headlines on the Evansville Courier and Press website
read, "Witness: Man was swinging bat before fatal shooting" and "EPD:
Taser, talk failed before fatal police shooting at federal building." And in a
sentence so contrived as to be laughable were it not so common, 14 News
mysteriously stated that "A man died after an officer-involved shooting."4
How the officers were "involved" and how the man "died" are left to speculation. ♦
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Evansville Residents Hold
Spontaneous Vigil for Ricky Ard

E

Originally published at wheretheriverfrowns.com, August 29, 2017

vansville residents gathered on the evening of August 29 outside the
Winfield K. Denton Federal Building to hold a vigil for Ricky Ard who was
murdered earlier today by police.
Approximately sixty people attended the spontaneous vigil, which
was organized by word of mouth and social media. Although no centralized
group took responsibility for organizing the event, the group appeared unified
in their message that Ard's murder was unjustified.
Attendees lit candles, wrote messages in chalk on the sidewalk, talked
about their experiences with police brutality, and exchanged contact information throughout the night.
Those who knew Ard shared stories about him. A woman who said
she had known Ard her whole life said that he was a good neighbor and a
kind man who often helped out elderly people in their neighborhood. She also
said that he was physically disabled and suffered from some kind of mental
illness.
Another Evansville resident who recently retired from the military
shared his experiences as an Iraq War veteran. He said that his "rules of engagement" during active combat in Iraq were more restrictive than those followed by the Evansville Police Department and that, had he been confronted
by a man swinging a baseball bat in Iraq, he would have been expected to use
non-lethal means of disarming him.
One woman demanded that police release body camera footage of the
shooting and led the group in chanting "show me the body cam!"
Those present at the vigil discussed meeting up tomorrow, Wednesday, August 30, at 11 a.m. outside the federal building for a rally in protest of
Ricky Ard's murder. ♦

Concrete outside the Federal Building in Evansville reads “BAT VS 2 GUNS = EXCESSIVE FORCE”
during a vigil for Ricky Ard on August 29, 2017.
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Rally for Ricky Ard

A

Originally published at wheretheriverfrowns.com, August 30, 2017

round 11 a.m. on August 30, about a dozen people gathered outside the
Winfield K. Benton Federal Building in downtown Evansville to stand up
against the police killing of 55-year-old Evansville native Ricky Ard, who
had been fatally shot there twenty-four hours before.
One protester stated that his goal was to call attention to Ard's killing
and to take a strong stand against the police so that they think twice in the
future before killing more people.
Ard was shot and killed by police yesterday, August 29, 2017, outside
of the federal building by an Evansville police officer who has been identified
as Kenny Dutschke and a federal security officer employed by the U.S. Marshals who has yet to be identified. Surveillance cameras on site show that Ard
had a baseball bat and had smashed out the front windows of the federal
building.
Early this morning, workers eliminated the elaborate memorial that
Evansville residents had created the night before outside the building, washing away chalk from the public sidewalk and throwing away posters, candles
and stuffed animals left by mourners.
As people began to re-create the memorial at the rally, a federal employee who refused to identify himself aggressively confronted those chalking on the small concrete wall at the edge of the sidewalk, claiming that it is
federal property.
A text entitled “Some Thoughts on the Police Murder of Ricky Ard”
was handed out at the event by Evansville residents who wish to remain anonymous. It is reproduced on the following page. ♦
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Some Thoughts on the Police
Murder of Ricky Ard
Protesters distributed the following text at the Ricky Ard rally on August 30,
2017. The text is reproduced in full; all ellipses are in the original.

N

o matter how much investigating is done by police, one side of the story
will always be excluded from the narrative... and that is the personal account
of Ricky Ard, who was murdered in cold blood by federal agents and the Evansville Police Department.
The suggestion that the feds and the EPD “did all they could” is inconsistent with history.
When Ammon Bundy and about 30 armed men rammed their ATVs
into vehicles owned by the federal government, seized federally-owned land,
and pulled assault rifles on federal agents, the federal government engaged in
a monthlong negotiation period, and have since given them a trial by jury in a
court of law. When a white supremacist mowed down several dozen protesters with his car in Charlottesville just last week, severely injuring nine and
immediately killing one, the suspect was arrested and is currently awaiting
trial. Even Timothy McVeigh, who blew up a federal building in Oklahoma
City, killing 168 people and injuring 100, received a trial, and was not shot on
sight, despite having a firearm in his possession.
Ricky Ard was given no such due process... he killed no one, and he
brandished no gun, and yet the federal authorities and the police department
decided to kill him by shooting him 7 times. If he was middle or upper class
and white, like the those far more dangerous men mentioned, there is no
doubt in my mind that he would be here to defend himself today.
At age 55, Ricky Ard was a senior... at a time when he should've been
retiring and enjoying his life, he was upset about the material conditions he
found himself in and was frustrated with his mistreatment by the federal government.
While we may never know Ricky's exact political grievances, it is
telling that he chose the federal building to air them—a building that houses a
federal courthouse and an FBI headquarters. The same courts that in the 1857
Dred Scott case claimed Black Americans were inferior, and in modern times
would have us believe that the lives of Eric Garner, Michael Brown, Freddie
Gray, Alton Sterling and so many others are inferior, too. It is in this building
that the same FBI has spent much of its existence spying on, infiltrating, and
silencing black social movements—from Martin Luther King's Southern
Christian Leadership Conference, to the Black Panther Party for Self Defense
to Black Lives Matter. A building that is presided over by a billionaire president, whose first step on the national stage was the front page of an October
1973 issue of the New York Times, under the headline “Major Landlord Un- 13 -

der Fire for Anti-Black Bias,” a president who, just a week before this deadly
shooting happened, made it easier for assault weapons from Afghanistan and
Iraq to be funneled to police departments. As a society, we are to the point of
living under military occupation, and poor and working class black people in
this country are bearing the brunt of this state violence and repression.
It must be remembered that the issue is broader than Ricky Ard's presumed guilt or innocence. It is an indictment of a culture in which police protect each other at all costs, regardless of guilt or innocence. The media, city
officials, and some bystanders have spent too much time asking whether
Ricky Ard was guilty of the allegations made toward him—whether he wielded a bat or broke a window or spoke out against the government or defended
himself when charged by men with guns, tasers, and an arsenal of laws behind them. There is a more critical question at hand: is there any scenario in
history which the police and the federal government have come forward willingly to admit their wrongdoing? Has the Evansville Police Department ever,
in its 154 years of existence, willingly done so? Has the federal government
in its 241 years of existence willingly done so? Are we, as a community capable of rational thinking, to believe that in all these years the Evansville Police
Department has existed, that they have never unnecessarily killed a single
person? Because if we were to take their word at face value... that's what they
would have us believe.
We want justice in an unjust system. ♦

Messages from protesters line the sidewalk in front of the Federal Building in downtown
Evansville on the morning of August 29, 2017, during a rally for Ricky Ard.
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Statement from Ricky Ard’s
Family

State-Sanctioned Homicide

R

Submitted by L for inclusion in this publication

he Ard family would like to express our deepest gratitude to the community for the heartfelt outpouring of sympathy. We are very much appreciative
of all the expressions of support.
As anyone can imagine, losing a loved one unexpectedly is in“...we cannot help
credibly difficult, and even more so
under the circumstances that we lost
but to consider
our brother, son, uncle and friend,
Ricky.
how his mental
Ricky had a long, documentillness impacted
ed history of mental illness. As we
grieve and continue to process the
the events as they
events of Ricky's death, we cannot
help but to consider how his mental
unfolded...he was
illness impacted the events as they
unfolded. We know that to the officin dire need of
ers and bystanders Ricky was seemingly violent, but to us he was in dire
medical attention.”
need of medical attention. Regrettably, we cannot change the events and
the outcome of what transpired on Tuesday.
Ricky had never been charged with a crime of violence, which adds to
our grief.
We as a family sought help for Ricky, but were restricted from doing
so due to the current mental health laws for adults.
In conclusion, we pray that this tragic situation will encourage everyone to get educated on mental health. Learn how to identify the signs and
symptoms; learn how to provide care to those who need it. We can only hope
other Evansville citizens, and citizens nationwide, will have access to prompt
and continuous and comprehensive mental health treatment throughout their
lifetime.
We will miss his smile, his laughter, and his spirit. Please continue to
pray for the Ard Family and all those who loved Ricky. Please consider our
family during this time and respect our privacy as we continue to grieve.
With deep sadness,
The Ard Family ♦

icky Ard's murder is a disquieting addition to the 1,189 other
reported deaths by police within the US in 2017 alone.5 The culprit here is
the weaponized, tax funded institution of law enforcement and its often involuntary and confrontational intervention into our lives.
We have little autonomy over our bodies or the outcomes of our crises
once police are involved; our lives fall into their simulated protocols and
criminalized profiles where there are no fair fights or civil negotiations. Police, who are hired to "protect and serve" are now trained and armed with military tactics and force as if everyone is simply only two types of people, civilian or enemy. These police are sent to respond to moments of unrest and disobedience, acts determined as crimes before a trial happens or prosecutable
evidence is presented. They are sent under the presumption of our guilt and
requirement of law to be enforced; this fight is fixed. Ricky Ard's back was
turned when the Taser hit him first. He wasn't trained in detainment or deescalation as the officer had been. Even less, he wasn't suited with body armor to withstand the six bullets shot into him that the police later called
“appropriate” procedure and said would make “a good training video.”6 This
is apparently what we are to expect from them.
Like the rest of us wanting justice for how we are treated and ushered
into predetermined systems, Ricky Ard's objection and being didn't fit into
complaint form boxes or time-slots at the Federal Building. Ricky was removed and silenced the day before he was killed. Before his murder, Ricky
returned and broke a window, an outcry against the physical obstruction and
representation of the power this institution held over his life.
This action was not misdirected nor did it harm a single person. These
physical buildings should not be considered to be equal to our physical bodies
or more valuable than our actual existences. A lifeless person is not justice for
broken glass, it is clear there is no room given for our humanity within these
systems. Our challenge and noncompliance is categorized as mental illness
and our defiance is their whistle. Our lives are notches on their utility belts
and written off into militarized handbooks. If the police are excused for excessive force because they claim to be endangered regardless of all their advantages, what emotion are we then allowed to act on when they draw their
weapons and threaten to kill and imprison us?
Ricky Ard's murder eviscerated the invisible, protective lines Evansville citizens have been clutching to that were thought to keep them separate
from the crises of this nation. Ricky Ard joined our other impassioned comrades taken from us while standing up for themselves and the rest of us, an
action so courageous and rare it still takes the police department by surprise.
May we never cease to surprise them. Rest in Power Ricky Ard. ♦
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The following statement was provided to Where the River Frowns by Shannon, Ricky Ard's niece, and was published August 31, 2017.

T

Interview: Responding to the
Police Murder of Ricky Ard
Originally published at plainwordsbloomington.noblogs.org on March 12,
2018 and in issue five of Plain Words, a Bloomington anarchist publication.

n August of 2017 Evansville, Indiana resident Ricky Ard was gunned down
by an EPD officer and a federal security guard outside of the federal courthouse in downtown Evansville. We spoke with three people involved in the
response to Ricky’s death.
Can you start by walking us through what happened at the Denton Federal Building on August 29th?
Respondent 1: Ricky Ard is reported to have gone to the Federal Building the
day before he was killed to “complain about the government.” He was removed from the building without incident. He returned the next day with a
bat, shouting at the building and broke some of its windows. Ricky retreated
away from the building and sat down for several minutes before walking toward the building a second time. EPD officer Kenny Dutschke approached
him from behind, shouted orders and deployed his taser, which was
“ineffective” according to a police statement. Ricky responded to the officer’s
aggression by swinging his bat and moving toward the officer. Dutschke and
a federal security guard whose name has not been released shot Ricky Ard 6
times, bringing him to the ground and killing him.
What was the response?
Respondent 1: Ricky was murdered around 11 a.m. The mainstream media
covered the story pretty immediately. A friend heard about it and sent out a
text. People in our neighborhood were talking about the police shooting and
killing someone at the Federal Building. People were saying that his body
was still laying there and asking, “what are we going to do about it?!” We
began checking all the coverage and our facts, and several people went to the
location to get more insight. I mentioned we have to be there tonight, to not
let this go without challenge or notice if nothing else for his family. We met
up in the early evening, piled up supplies for posters and a vigil, shared our
plan with other neighbors and decided to act after sundown. Almost twenty of
us met and occupied in front of the Federal Building where they had washed
away all evidence anything had happened. Throughout the night, about sixty
people trickled through. We lit candles and spread our signs along edge of the
property and scratched messages in chalk along the sidewalks; we talked and
sat and waited.
- 17 -

Respondent 2: Some friends and I gathered at my house on the evening of
Ricky’s murder to try to figure out how to respond. One other person and
I were trying to say that we should wait until the next day to hold some
kind of demonstration in hopes of doing more planning and having a bigger turnout. Another friend showed up who perhaps tends more toward
action and made it clear that she was going to be down at the federal
building that night and that we could choose to join her or not. In retrospect, I am really appreciative of that person’s tenacity, as the vigil that
night ended up being really inspiring for me and attracted a fair amount
of others who were upset about what the cops had done and wanted or
needed to be around others who felt the same way. For me, my choice to
go down to the federal building came from at least two places within me.
First, it came from an ideological or strategic place that seeks out certain
moments of conflict because I believe them to be opportunities to push
ideas about how I’d like the world to be. Second, it came from a more
emotional place that wanted to mark in time the death of a mentally ill
old man at the hands of a pig with too much power. I had gone down to
the federal building earlier that day, shortly after Ricky was murdered
and the clean up crew had already hosed his blood off the cement. All
that was left was a wet spot to indicate his murder and a broken window
that a security guard was casually leaning through, joking with a coworker. It really is true that some people are considered disposable by
society and that makes me feel like shit. I don’t want to live in despair,
nor do I want to feel isolated in my suffering. So getting together with
others, yelling at some shitty exploitative reporter, taking neighbor kids
down there and talking to them about what happened gave me a way to
move through it and hopefully honor Ricky’s death.
Since Ferguson, cops in many places get very nervous about a response to police murders, sometimes resulting in very heavy handed
policing, and others with very intricate soft-policing. How did the
Evansville PD respond to those who had gathered?
Respondent 1: Within 10 minutes police cars were driving back and forth
in front of the building, slowing down scanning us, and parking across
from the building and on all sides. They made no contact with us at the
vigil. At a small rally the next day, a Federal Officer verbally reinforced
where the property lines of the building were and instructed that any trespass would end in arrest. When a protester asked about the public sidewalk the officer rushed into his face and physically flexed up, telling the
protester not to challenge him. When cameras were brought out he
backed down and shielded his face.
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Why did you join the gathering at the Federal Building?
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Has there been any sustained organizing in the months following
Ricky’s murder?
Respondent 1: Where the River Frowns covered the story live and with
an immediate critical nature against the police procedure and response.
We gathered the next morning and all of our posters, messages, and candles had been removed. So we replaced them. Some of us spoke with the
news media who wanted more answers from concerned outspoken citizens than from the police who killed Ricky. W here the River Frowns
maintained communication with the family who reached out to them after
the coverage was shared via Facebook, and they diligently kept the tact
and message from the family the top priority. There is effort to revisit this
event and our actions, as well as continue to examine the police’s response afterwards in a zine. WTRF took the participating neighbors’ and
attendees’ perspectives and intel objectively and allowed me to critique
and add my thoughts without me having a personal podium to otherwise
do so.
Respondent 2: After our attempt at a demonstration in front of the federal
building on the day following Ricky’s murder was so sparsely attended,
the response quickly lost momentum. On the night of the vigil some people who attended indicated that they were going to show up the next day
with significant numbers of people in tow, but those people did not manifest. There were some efforts among the group of friends who planned
the vigil to continue to act, but ultimately we could not maintain the momentum, nor could we transform it into longer-lasting projects. The reasons for this are many, but some of them are our own inexperience in
working together and, for most of us, our inexperience in responding to
these kinds of situations. Additionally, we are trying to make things possible in a really inhospitable environment, with very little recent precedent for rebellion and very little participation in the social movements of
- 19 -

the last few years (the local resistance to the construction of I-69 being a
notable exception). In general, we are still trying to figure out what a response to a police murder (for example) looks like here and how we
could work together to make that happen. Ricky Ard’s murder was the
first recent catalyst for us attempting to work out some answers to those
questions and I think it did leave us a little closer to doing so.
What seems to have changed in Evansville since then? How has it
affected neighborhoods and groups of people within Evansville?
Respondent 1: No direct correlation has been made, but one group,
MASK (Mothers Against Senseless Killings), formed recently whose
mission is to be directly involved in neighborhood patrols and police intervention. They proclaim to be taking their city back and giving their
community more options than calling the police. I believe this is due to a
culmination of the last few years being policed heavily and wanting to to
collectively acknowledge how they are being singled out and falling into
systemic carceral trappings/pipelines.
What reflections do yall have on the aftermath of Ricky’s murder?
Respondent 3: I’m glad that we held the vigil on the day of Ricky’s murder. I think it allowed people who watch the news to see opposition to
police brutality, and it created a space for some people to come to talk
about what had happened. I think it was meaningful to Ricky’s family as
well. A lot of us were really worn out though by the time the body camera footage was released two days later. We had been at the vigil, creating media, writing and printing a statement to hand out at a rally, contacting the family, etc., so we ran out of energy around the same time that the
surveillance and body camera footage was released. I’m afraid that sent a
message that we were satisfied with the police narrative of “appropriate”
force; I wish would would have continued to visibly oppose what had
happened in some way.
One of the most heartbreaking aspects of police murders is seeing the
families of the victims on what has to be one of the worst days of
their lives. How did y’all approach the family and navigate building
those relationships?
Respondent 2: Our interactions with the family were pretty minimal. At
the vigil on the night of the murder, a woman who attended said she was
in touch with the family and I approached her and asked if she would
pass on my number. A couple days later I got a text from Shannon, Ricky
Ard’s niece, and we arranged to talk. It was hard to balance my desire for
her and her family to take certain positions–such as condemning police
violence or calling for protests–with the obvious need to put her grieving
process first. It took an effort to put our shared humanity before my ide- 20 -
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Respondent 2: In general, our collective response to Ricky Ard’s murder
was not powerful enough to elicit much of a repressive response. On the
night of his murder, we held a candlelight vigil and the next day we gathered on a public sidewalk outside of the federal building where the police
and press outnumbered us by a significant margin. This is not to say that
these moments were not powerful for those involved and for the Ard
family viewing them from afar, nor that they weren’t a powerful gesture
in a place where so little seems to be possible. But it does seem important
to point out that it is too soon to make accurate calculations about how
repressive forces like cops and the criminal justice system would respond
to a powerful counter-force. Nonetheless, as indicated above, the federal
agents who confronted us on the sidewalk the day following Ricky’s
murder responded aggressively to the smallest challenge, indicating that
if the conflict were to have advanced, they would have quickly escalated
to heavy-handed measures rather than more diplomatic de-escalation.

A statement from Ricky’s niece, Shannon, talks about Ricky’s history of mental illness. Here in Bloomington, data from the BPD shows
that most situations in which officers drew weapons were Wellness
Checks, indicating that those struggling with mental health are some
of the most at-risk for police abuse and violence. Can yall talk about
how you see mental illness factoring in to the danger that police
pose? How has that thread been woven into the local response?
Respondent 1: I see mental illness used by authorities to override all autonomy or cognitive reductive capacity from their suspect and then to self
-impose their own protocol or desired interaction without context. The
police department is quoted as saying the officer that killed Ricky Ard
acted within acceptable defensive procedure and that the video footage
and response could be used in future trainings. The re-elected Sheriff’s
new jail being marketed as a mental health facility proposal is the city’s
response.
Respondent 2: In September, 2016, police executed a homeless man
named Daniel Wooters after he jumped in an unattended a police cruiser
and drove off. Previous arrest records indicate that he probably suffered
from severe mental illness. In October, 2016, Evansville police brutally
beat a handcufffed homeless drug addict, Mark Healy, after a cop stuck
himself on a syringe in Healy’s pocket. The issue evoked controversy
after body camera footage proved the cops had concocted a bullshit story
together for the police report. In August, Ricky Ard was murdered despite obviously needing mental health intervention and when deescalation strategies could have easily been employed. The homeless, the
addicted, the mentally ill. Its obvious that Evansville police, like police
elsewhere, respond with violence in situations when people most need
help. Unfortunately, the brevity of our response did not allow us to put a
strong focus on this aspect of Ricky’s murder, despite requests by his
family that we do so.
There have also been a number of police murders in Indianapolis
including Andre Green, Mack Long, and Christopher Goodlow in
2015; Aaron Bailey in June of 2017. Bradley King, who, according to
his family, had schizophrenia, was killed by a Hendricks County
- 21 -

Sheriff deputy in 2016. Rarely are there any consequences for the
officers or departments responsible. How could we be working together across the state for a stronger response?
Respondent 1: Stringing these deaths and misconducts together as evidence of a systemic failure would greatly bring light to each as a social
crisis rather than bad apples. Sharing each other’s newsletters, speaking
about local crimes statewide, drawing out the ties between law enforcement and mass incarceration, getting involved in prison abolition, collectively sharing the responsibilities to get word out about these events, and
encouraging and supporting each other could be steps toward higher consequences for police who kill people.
Respondent 2: I would like to see greater contact and collaboration between people in this region in hopes of establishing more complex networks that could, among other things, be relied upon to facilitate a rapid
response to a police murder. In these moments, it’s useful if we can act
fast and respond in large numbers. If those who were interested in pushing back against police violence were in touch with each other throughout
the region, we could go to each other’s towns and create a significant disturbance in these moments. I think the only way we are ever going to stop
police violence is if we make it clear that our towns and cities aren’t going to function if the cops keep killing people. Creating major disturbances that shut down freeways, close businesses, cause damage to state
and corporate property and otherwise make sure we can’t all just go
about our day, takes large numbers of people. If we help each other we
increase our chances of achieving that. In the moments when there isn’t a
heightened conflict, we can use these networks to build, share resources,
and attempt to improve our lives and the lives of those around us.
The calls for officers to be fired or have criminal charges brought
against them almost always end in cruel disappointment. With so
many strategies failing to hold police accountable, what thoughts do
you have about novel ways to address police violence?
Respondent 1: Not shielding their actions as a police officers from their
daily lives–their neighbors, pastors, families, etc.–might be effective. The
security guard’s name still hasn’t been released. He clocks in and kills
someone, clocks out and no one knows who this person is.
Respondent 2: I addressed this question in my answer above, but I’d like
to add that if we can get together with those around us and build up the
strength of our neighborhoods and communities so that more and more
we are turning to each other to solve problems and mediate conflict, the
police and other powerful actors in society will have less and less of an
impact on our lives. Obviously, we’re a long way from that, but I think
- 22 -
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ology. I made myself available for more connection, invited her to collaborate on an interview to be published on W here the River Frowns and
asked about the possibility of more public protests. She seemed uninterested in these things, but was kind and thanked us for the vigil. She said
that she appreciated how “diverse” the vigil had been–highlighting the
number of both Black and white people in attendance. That was the only
real contact we had with her until she sent us and the mainstream media
the same statement a couple days later. I wish that more relationship
building had been possible, but it didn’t seem to be in this case.
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For people who have no faith in police reform, what hopes might
they have for participating in protests of police violence? Is there a
hope for a more generalized and uncontrollable revolt like we saw in
Ferguson or Baltimore? If so, how might one intervene to that end?
If not, what else motivates or guides one’s participation?
Respondent 1: The more we pay attention, take on serious engagement
and educate ourselves, the more we can replace the need for these institutions in our daily lives. We only have spirit and numbers on our side.
Respondent 2: In a context like Evansville, it seems unlikely that we can
expect a response that resembles even a scaled-back version of what happened in Ferguson or Baltimore. Therefore, it’s necessary to think about
what is possible in our context and not try to replicate those events in a
context where they don’t apply. Small disturbances do seem possible in
Evansville and the more of a ruckus we can create, the more effective we
will be. That being said, even small gestures such as the vigil we held
have a huge impact on the way we consider what is and is not possible in
a place and can build our capacity in ways we can’t fully predict. I think
for a lot of people seeing a diverse crowd of people acknowledging that
someone was murdered and standing up to his murders even in small
ways was very meaningful. We can build from there. In my opinion,
change is slow and even explosive moments of concentrated progress like
we saw in Ferguson are the result of consistent and unpredictable contributions of innumerable forces over time. We can’t go out in the streets
expecting Ferguson, but we can act knowing that we are carrying on the
legacy of those who acted in Ferguson and creating another tiny, interstitial moment that, in combination with other moments like it, has the potential to build to something bigger. There is no certainty that our efforts
will lead to any particular outcome and proceeding anyway requires pa- 23 -

tience and humility. Fortunately, cultivating those qualities also make
one’s life better in the meantime.
Anything else you’d like to share?
Respondent 2: On the night of Ricky’s murder, many of us who went
down to the federal building sent texts out to most of our friends in town
asking them to come. One of the most inspiring responses came from a
friend who was running a Dungeons and Dragons campaign that night
who convinced his whole group to cancel whatever kind of dragon slaying they were up to and come down to the vigil.
Respondent 3: On February 23, 2018, EPD officer Samuel SeDoris shot
and killed 59-year-old Evansville resident Douglas Kemp during a traffic
stop. Kemp was the 182nd person killed by police in 2018, and the second person killed by the EPD in less than 6 months. A month before, on
January 18, 2018, EPD officer Jackie Smith fired two shots at Vincent
Bufkin while responding to a “refusal to leave” call; Bufkin survived a
gunshot wound to his shoulder. Last year, officers Nick Henderson, Mark
DeCamps and Marcus Craig attacked a handcuffed Mark Healy and fabricated an alternative story about it, which Sergeant Kyle Kassel approved. Two years ago, officers Jason Thomas, Zach Elfreich and Dexter
Wolf shot Daniel Wooters who was thirty feet away from them, “armed”
with a knife and not making any advances. These 9 officers, like officer
Kenny Dutschke and the unnamed security guard who killed Ricky Ard,
ultimately faced no charges, disciplinary actions, or other obvious consequences. Unfortunately, Ricky Ard’s murder is not an isolated incident,
and clearly police are not holding themselves accountable for their violence.*
We thank these respondents for sharing their thoughts and experience with us, appreciate everyone who showed up in the wake of Ricky’s
murder, and send our best to Ricky’s family and friends. Check
out Where the River Frowns for more on this story and many others. ♦
*Editor’s Update: Evansville police have shot two more people as of this
writing. On April 18, 2018, officer Kenny Dutschke (who shot and killed
Ricky Ard) shot 48-year-old Michael Anthony Foster in the buttocks,
groin and chest. Foster survived the wounds and was booked into the
Vanderburgh County Jail on April 30, where, as of this writing, he is being held with no bond on charges of public intoxication, disorderly conduct and operating a vehicle while having a suspended license as a
“Habitual Traffic Violator.” On May 11, EPD officer Kyle Thiry shot
and killed Barry Freeman. Freeman was allegedly shooting at police officers and squad cars; one EPD squad car had 23 bullet holes after that
night.
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it’s useful to hold this as a direction in which we can point in our efforts.
Any time someone on our block calls a neighbor or friend instead of the
police, we reduce the chances of somebody ending up dead or in jail. Also, a lot of crime, anti-social violence and moments of police intervention
are linked to people not having their needs met in some way. The more
we are getting ourselves together to feed, clothe and house each other,
support each other through domestic disputes and other conflicts, respond
to each other’s medical problems as well as we can, meet each other’s
social and emotional needs, get together to defend ourselves and each
other both with and without weapons, the more we can avoid bringing
cops and other destructive forces into our lives and the less we’ll have to
worry about whether the cops are reforming themselves, wearing body
cameras or whatever nonsense they come up with. Obviously the cops
would still be in our lives, but if we were better organized to meet our
own needs we’d be better situated to powerfully respond to their intrusions.

Three Shootings By Evansville
Police in Six Months

O

Originally published at wheretheriverfrowns.com, March 3, 2018

n February 23, 2018, Evansville Police Department [EPD] officer Samuel SeDoris shot and killed 59-year-old Douglas Kemp during a
traffic stop. Kemp was the 184th person killed by police7 in the U.S. in 2018,
and the second person killed by the EPD in 6 months.
Less than a month before, on January 18, 2018, EPD officer Jackie
Smith fired two shots at Vincent Bufkin while responding to a "refusal to
leave" call; Bufkin survived a gunshot wound to his shoulder and faces several charges related to the encounter.
Six months ago, on August 29, 2017, EPD officer Kenny Dutschke and a yet-to-be-named federal security officer fataly shot 55-year-old
Ricky Ard in front of the Federal Building in downtown Evansville.
Police Impunity
After officer Jackie Smith shot Vincent Bufkin in January, police
spokesperson Sergeant Jason Cullum explained8 that all police shootings in
Evansville are investigated internally "because of the resources we have avail-

able within the Evansville Police Department." The EPD holds the power to
decide whether or not to seek additional external investigations. "If we were
to uncover something that we were to ever feel, uh, deserved an outside look,
we— we would do that," said Cullum, indicating the EPD ultimately decides
for itself if they are acting appropriately and do not have any routine or automatic external oversight.
Unlike most crimes that are under investigation, in which the name of
the alleged perpetrator is publicly shared through the EPD's daily crime bulletin, the names of officers in these shootings are routinely omitted from this
public record, only to be released once the EPD has had time to review surveillance and body camera footage and set their story straight. While most
fatal and nonfatal known shooters would be immediately arrested and charged
with a variety of crimes to see what sticks in court, EPD officers simply stay
home from work for a few days and enjoy "innocence until proven guilty," an
elusive concept for most non-police offenders.
In addition to the privileged anonymity police reserve for themselves and the impunity resulting from the unlikelihood that the police department would find itself at fault, the laws relating to police violence and the
prosecutor's interpretation of them make it nearly impossible for police to be
prosecuted. In fact, in 2016 after three EPD officers were "caught beating a
handcuffed man, then lying about it,"9 Vanderburgh County Prosecutor Nicholas Hermann stated regarding his decision to not prosecute for perjury that
"if we start going after police officers because there is a line in a probable
cause affidavit that contradicts what we see in the video, quite frankly, we
wouldn't have any more Evansville police officers."10 During the same press
conference, when explaining his decision not to prosecute for battery charges,
Hermann said that if a "normal person"—an off-duty officer or another individual—were to have struck someone with their elbow as officer Henderson

Surveillance footage from the Winﬁeld K. Denton Federal Building shows oﬃcer Kenny Dutchke
running up to Ricky Ard from behind and shoo+ng him ﬁrst with a Taser and then fatally with a
handgun on August 29, 2017 (image: screenshot)

Entry from the EPD crime bulle+n on February 23, 2018 indicates an "oﬃcer involved
shoo+ng," as if the repor+ng oﬃcer, J.L. Smith, did not know that the oﬃcer was
"involved" as the shooter. The entry does not include the name of the oﬃcer who shot
and killed Douglas Kemp and even uses the gender-neutral pronoun "their," possibly to
further obscure the oﬃcer's iden+ty. The name of the shoo+ng oﬃcer, Samuel SeDoris,
was released one week later. (image: www.evansvillepolice.com)
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did, "yes, we would have pressed charges." Like the cases from the past six
months (one of which is still under investigation), no charges were pursued
against the three officers in the 2016 case.
Not only are criminal charges often not filed, but officers also often
keep their jobs and rankings after they abuse or kill someone—even when the
Chief of Police advocates termination. Upon reviewing the above-mentioned
case, Evansville Chief of Police Billy Bolin recommended firing officers Nick Henderson, Mark DeCamps and Marcus Craig—who attacked a
handcuffed Mark Healy and fabricated an alternative story about it—and recommended demoting Sergeant Kyle Kassel, who approved the officers' false
report of the attack. However, all four officers kept their jobs and rankings
when the police merit commission voted for such. Officers even received several weeks of paid leave during the process. Likewise, as of yet, none of the
officers who have unnecessarily fired their guns at people and fatally or nonfatally wounded them in the past six months have lost their jobs.
The Problem of Policing
Unfortunately, police abuse and violence would not end if these officers—Samuel SeDoris, Kenny Dutschke, Jackie Smith, Nick Henderson, Mark
DeCamps, Marcus Craig, and the unnamed federal security guard who killed
Ricky Ard—were sitting in prison instead of patrolling the streets of Evansville. The problem is not a few "bad apples" or a lack of training; as long as
policing exists—along with the laws, courts, and politicians that attempt to
legitimize it—police violence and impunity will also exist.
The EPD, like police departments everywhere, has a history of violence, racism and cover-ups. Even with body camera and surveillance footage
in the hands of the press and populace, police are able to create a narrative—
again, with an arsenal of laws and courts to back it up—to argue that their
acts of violence are "right" and necessary, and unfortunately, many people
believe them.
Encouragingly, seeking solutions through the government's "justice"
system is only one strategy; thousands of other possibilities exist for dismantling the systems that legitimize police and creating something different.♦

Editor’s Note: Videos of these police shootings, as well as two additional
shootings since the release of this article, are available on the Courier and
Press website.
• August 29, 2017—Surveillance camera footage of officer Kenny Dutschke fatally shooting Ricky Ard: www.courierpress.com/videos/
news/2017/08/30/surveillance-cam-footage-federal-building-shootingdeath/105128708
• January 18, 2018—Jackie Smith's body camera footage of her shooting
Vincent Bufkin: www.courierpress.com/videos/news/crime/2018/02/26/
epd-releases-nonfatal-shooting-body-cam-footage-january/110869814
• February 23, 2018—Jesse Montank's body camera footage of officer
lsdkfj sdl
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