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gued harm reduction might alleviate the jail's overcrowding problem. They 
called for "needle exchanges, free city-wide Narcan distribution, education on 
unsafe needle practices, less neighborhood criminalization, and safe-use sites." 

The harm reduction speaker also mentioned California's federally man-
dated mass release of 33,000 prisoners starting in 2011 after some incarceration 
facilities had reached 300% capacity. According to a 2016 study published by 
the American Society of Criminology, "An astounding 17% reduction in the 
size of the California prison population, which occurred over just 15 months, 
had no effect on aggregate rates of violent or property crime."3 

Another individual at the committee meeting pointed out that in some 
communities, community bond funds "help bond out people who can't afford 
to" and lower jail populations. In Vanderburgh County, about 80% of the people 
in jail are pre-trial detainees. However, according to this individual, a major 
obstacle to setting up a bond fund in Vanderburgh County is that here courts 
have the policy of always seizing bonds for fines following trial, regardless of 
who posted it. In other places, community bond funds "can function because 
they'll get that money back and that fee is then required from the person as they 
participate in the court system." 

Other places—such as the city of Chicago and the state of New Jer-
sey—have eliminated cash bond, which the individual indicated might be a so-
lution to the overcrowding issue: "I'm sure you're talking about a huge propor-
tion of people not in jail, not even for 19 days," the average length of stay at the 
Vanderburgh County jail, "if they didn't have to post a cash bond." The individ-
ual also brought up mediation as a possible alternative to incarceration. 

A final speaker spoke about the "othering," "disrespectful," and 
"problematic" language used by committee members during the meeting. 
"When you treat people like criminals, they are going to continue to act like 
criminals. I think continuing to lock people up is not going to solve the prob-
lem." They asked instead for "compassionate" responses. 

This was the third meeting of the Vanderburgh County Jail Blue Ribbon 
Committee, which formed after the Vanderburgh County Detention Center re-
ceived six code violations in October 2017 for overcrowding and understaffing. 
Although County Attorney Joseph Harrison said that he would draft a letter to 
the state explaining the county's plan to correct violations, which would then be 
voted on at the Board of County Commissioners meeting on April 17, the letter 
did not make the meeting's agenda. The deadline for the county to respond to 
the state is April 25; however, as of this writing, the county has neither an-
nounced their plan to correct the jail overcrowding problem nor shown transpar-
ency in what their decision-making process looks like. 

 
 

1. See http://criticalresistance.org/about/not-so-common-language/ 
2. Saloner, B., & Barry, C. L. (2018). Response to Pacula and Powell: Invest-

ing in harm reduction and alternatives to coerced treatment. Journal of Poli-
cy Analysis and Management. doi: 10.1002/pam.22048 

3. Sundt, J. , Salisbury, E. J. and Harmon, M. G. (2016). Is Downsizing Pris-
ons Dangerous? Criminology & Public Policy, 15: 315-341. 
doi:10.1111/1745-9133.12199  
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Originally published at wheretheriverfrowns.com, April 25, 2018  
 
During the Vanderburgh County Jail Blue Ribbon Committee meeting 

on April 2, various groups and individuals spoke out against increasing the jail's 
capacity and continuing to criminalize and incarcerate people in the county. 

A member of Evansville Letters to Prisoners (ELTP) pointed out racial 
and class disparities between the members of the jail committee and those they 
are incarcerating. The speaker highlighted ways in which the committee mem-
bers spoke about prisoners, including referring to prisoners covering fluorescent 
lights above their beds while they slept as "vandalism." The ELTP representa-
tive read an excerpt from a letter from a local inmate and mentioned conversa-
tions with locals about the fluorescent lights at the Vanderburgh County jail and 
their strategies for dimming them. "People talk about taking stickers off deodor-
ant, taping books up to the lights, and things like that, and I think that's a sign of 
resilience and creativity and how strong humans are, rather than just a problem 
of vandalism or people not being compliant...I think it makes a lot of sense that 
inmates wouldn't want a fluorescent light above their bed while they are trying 
to sleep." 

Rather than fixing "little things" in increasing the capacity of the jail, 
the ELTP representative said now is an opportune time "to look to abolitionist 
strategies." "Abolition," according to the group Critical Resistance, is "a politi-
cal vision with the goal of eliminating imprisonment, policing, and surveillance 
and creating lasting alternatives to punishment and imprisonment."1 

A representative from Evansville Harm Reduction trained by the Indi-
ana Recovery Alliance argued that the city's "hard-hearted" response to the opi-
oid epidemic accelerates both opioid use and incarceration. The speaker noted 
that the mayor's Substance Abuse Task Force has "more law enforcement agen-
cies than medical specialists and current or former drug users." 

"Abstinence-only" approaches like that of the city's are consistently 
shown to "exclude the participation of most opioid users," they said, citing a 
2018 study from Johns Hopkins researchers that found only 18% of opioid users 
in need of treatment were reached by police and forced-rehabilitation methods 
in 2014 while harm reduction techniques such as needle exchanges "greatly 
lowered" overdoses, fatalities, and arrests.2 If applied locally, the speaker ar-

'ÒÏÕÐÓȟ )ÎÄÉÖÉÄÕÁÌÓ 0ÕÓÈ "ÁÃË 

!ÇÁÉÎÓÔ )ÎÃÒÅÁÓÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ 

6ÁÎÄÅÒÂÕÒÇÈ #ÏÕÎÔÙ *ÁÉÌ 

#ÁÐÁÃÉÔÙ 
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In an effort to amplify the voices of inmates in the Vanderburgh County 
Detention Center in Evansville, IN, a correspondent for Where the River 

Frowns sent letters to twenty inmates in early 2018 that explained how they 
could submit narratives or other written work about the county jail and their 

experiences there.  
 

The three letters from inmates in this zine were written in response to that 
invitation. The letters were first published online by Where the River 

Frowns and were later featured on Kite Line, a weekly radio show about the 
prison system in Indiana and beyond. 

 

The letters cover a wide range of topics and inmate experiences—addiction, re-
entry fears, insufficient mental health resources, immigration-related 

complications, the failure of inmate grievance processes, and the lack of 
meaningful activities made available to inmates, among others.  

 

The letters come a few months after the state of Indiana cited Vanderburgh 
County for six code violations in October 2017 related to overcrowding and 

understaffing. As of this writing, the county is yet to announce a plan to address 
the violations. 

 

While the mainstream media blasts the sheriffôs talking points pushing for jail 
expansion and while various authorities strategize about how to further control 
black, brown, and poor white folks, perhaps letters like these can help to open 

different conversations—about a world where drug use is approached with harm 
reduction rather than criminalization, or one in which people regularly meet one 

anotherôs emotional and mental health needs instead of mental health crises 
landing people in the hands of police and in jail, or perhaps a world without 

incarceration altogether. 
 

—— 
 

Additional submissions are welcome from people who have experienced the 
violence of policing or incarceration in the Evansville area. Submissions can be 

sent to wheretheriverfrowns@riseup.net. 
 

Current inmates are invited to write to Where the River Frowns, c/o Evansville 
Letters to Prisoners at PO Box 6263, Evansville, IN 47719. Evansville Letters 
to Prisoners also accepts donations of paperback books for the jail library and 

can be reached at eltp@riseup.net. 
 

To write to current inmates address the envelope as follows: 
 

Vanderburgh County Detention Center 
c/o [Inmate Name] 

3500 N. Harlan Avenue 
Evansville, IN 47711 

)ÎÔÒÏÄÕÃÔÉÏÎ 
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ˡ˔˙ʽ˗ʦ ɩˏ˚ɰeʋ ˙ʦ c˛˙ʽlˉ˔nʠ! Whaʠ ˑʢᴌɯˏʞ ˀhoʫkʟ ɵʍ iʟ 
ˁhaʠ Inˍiˉnʆ ˉnʋ Evˉnˡ˥ʳʶɳʍ hˉʁʍ ʫhoɽˏʘ tʙ ˔˙˞ˠis˛ʘ ˁhoɽʍ 
ʫhˉrɮeʋ ˦iˁʑ ˌˠ˔ɵeʟ ˉnʋ ˁhoɽʍ c˛˚˥icɾeʋ ˁɯˏʘ ʫhˉrɮʍ ˁɯˏʗ 
f˛ʞ ɵeˍicʨʕ ˢɼeaˢɵˏnʠ sɾˏm˙˔nʐ ˑr˛ʗ ˡiʫ˖ɶesɽeʟ c˛nˢracɾeʋ 
˅˓ʳɳʍ ˔ncˉrɨˏraɾeʋ. 
 

David further explained that the mental health worker he saw at the 
Vanderburgh County Confinement Center said she could not treat him because 
of "a new list of banned medications and treatments" from the Sheriff's Depart-
ment. As of late March, David continues to have trouble sleeping and is some-
times "shocked awake after having dreams of children locked inside tiny box-
es."  

According to Indiana Administrative Code, all prisoners are entitled to 
mental health care. However, "offenders who have been committed to the de-
partment, but who are housed in a county jail," like David Hooker was January, 
"shall be subject to the rules of the county jail in which they are housed" (210 
IAC 7-2-1). 

The Vanderburgh County Confinement Center did not respond to multi-
ple requests for information regarding mental health services. Vanderburgh 
County Code (VCC) does not outline mental health services for the jail, and a 
section of the VCC regarding payment for medical services at the jail does not 
specifically list mental health care as a service provided—only medical, dental, 
eye, and "any other health care related service" (VCC 3.04.030). The same sec-
tion of Vanderburgh County Code also states that inmates do not have to pay 
for health care services if provided "as a result of an injury received in the Van-
derburgh County jail," which would qualify David for free mental health treat-
ment if mental and emotional harm were included as injuries and if transfers to 
and from the jail were considered "in" the jail.   
 
 
 
 
 

Editorôs Note: Indiana Code, Indiana Administrative Code, and Vanderburgh 
County Code contain some of the rules that sometimes apply at the Vander-
burgh County Detention Center. Here is how to access them: 
 
Indiana Code (see ñTitle 11: Correctionsò): http://iga.in.gov/legislative/
laws/2018/ic 
 
Indiana Administrative Code (see ñTitle 210: Department of Correctionò): 
http://www.in.gov/legislative/iac 
 
Vanderburgh County Code (Most rules for the jail are internal policies and 
procedures; however, some sections of county code apply, especially to jail fi-
nances—see ñTitle 3: Revenue and Finance.ò): http://
www.codepublishing.com/IN/VanderburghCounty 
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plea bargain conviction from 2001 that qualifies him as a "habitual offender." In 
mid-February, David was transported back to Indiana State Prison. To his relief, 
the inmate transport vans were broken down, so he was transported in a sheriff's 
squad car. Still, the ride was unpleasant: they had David "cuffed and chained, 
boxed inside plexiglass in [the] corner of [the] back seat." Fortunately, he said, 
"seeing outside my enclosure minimized my anxieties and need to urinate fre-
quently." 

David also shared more of this thoughts about mental health treatment 
at the Vanderburgh County Confinement Center:  
 
I ᴩɳeʋ [ʆ] c˛˙ʽlˉ˔nʠ ʨb˛uʠ ˁɯʍ ɩˏ˚iʨʕ [ᴗ] ɵeˍicʨʕ ˢɼeaˢ-
ɵˏnʠ f˛ʞ ɵˏntʨʕ ɯeʨlˁʑ isˡʀeʟ ˁɯˏʦÙʁʍ ˌɼeaɾeʋ ˉnʋ ˁɯˏʦ ˕usʠ 

David Hooker's route on January 11, 2018 started at the Indiana State Prison and included 
picking up additional inmates from Westville Correctional Facility on the way to the 

Vanderburgh County Confinement Center (image: Google Maps)  
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Originally published at wheretheriverfrowns.com, February 11, 2018  

I n January, Vanderburgh County Detention Center inmate Jacqueline Neuge-
bohrn wrote to a Where the River Frowns contributor about conditions in the 

county jail and her experience there. Jacqueline has been held in the jail for over 
a year—since January 11, 2017. 

Her letter comes a few months after the Vanderburgh County Detention 
Center was cited for six violations of Indiana Code:  

 
¶ The jail is overcrowded and the number of inmates exceeds the rated 

capacity of the jail. 
¶ Not all inmates have "access to a bed." 
¶ There are not at least 1 shower and 1 toilet per 12 inmates. 
¶ There are not at least 35 square feet per inmate in cells and 50 square 

feet per inmate in dorms. 
¶ There is not a proper system to house inmates with special needs. 
¶ The jail is "severely" understaffed. 
 
Vanderburgh County is not alone in its overcrowding issue. The Interim 

Study Committee on Corrections and Criminal Code published a report in Octo-
ber 2017, which found that 44 of 91 county jails in Indiana are overcrowded.1 

Although reporters throughout the state have interviewed sheriffs, law-
makers and other authorities, the views of inmates on their conditions of con-
finement have been ignored. A Where the River Frowns contributor wrote to 
inmates asking them to share their side of the story. 

In her letter dated January 9, 2018, Jacqueline Neugebohrn talks about 
her struggle with addiction and mental illness and the lack of programming to 
prepare her for re-entry. She states, "There is nothing here to help me. When I 
get out Iôm going to be homeless so Iôll most likely use again. Out of 10, only 1 
or 2 girls wonôt be back in jail. Itôs sad but true." 

Jacqueline also describes the deteriorating building she is housed in and 
the "boats" used in place of beds. She touches on how female inmates are treat-
ed and laments they only get one pair of bras and panties. Her letter is repro-
duced in full starting on the following page. 

 
 
 
 

1. See the full report at http://www.wheretheriverfrowns.com/
uploads/7/4/9/4/74947415/corrections-final-report_2017.pdf 

/ÖÅÒÃÒÏ×ÄÉÎÇȟ $ÅÔÅÒÉÏÒÁÔÉÎÇ 

7ÁÌÌÓȟ ÁÎÄ ,ÁÃË ÏÆ 0ÒÏÇÒÁÍÓ 
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A ˗ʒᴛɳʍ laɾˏʞ ˢwʙ ᴇɯˏʞ ˞ˠis˛ɶˏrʟ ˌʢᴴeʋ ʂˏɼʍ ˞uʠ ˔ʘ ˦iˁʑ 
ɵʍ ˔ʘ ˌrˉ˙ɺeʋ ˟uʆᴎˏrʟ. Fr˛ʗ ˁɯˏɼʍ aʠ ˓iʱʑ ˡɺɫedʟ ˉnʋ 
ˋˤ˙˞ʦ roadʟ ʂʍ ʂˏɼʍ tosɽeʋ, ˀlˉ˙ɵeʋ ˉnʋ b˛ˤnɨeʋ ˛ʘ sʺ˗-
iʋ sɾɫʮʕ.  
 
Aʠ ˓iʱʑ ˡɺɫedʟ ˉ˔ʞ p˛ˤɼeʋ ˔ʘ ˑr˛ʗ ˤnɩˏʞ ˁɯʍ ɼeˉʞ do˛ʞ ˉnʋ 
ʂʍ ʨʶʕ ɧecˉɵʍ ˡiʫʔ ˑr˛ʗ ˍʒʧ˩˔ɶesʟ, nˉuɽeʆ, ˀ˓ʒᴔ˔nʐ ɼeʨ˗i-
ˢɰeʟ ˉnʋ ˛ˤʞ ˏʄeʟ ˋˤˠɶeʋ ˑr˛ʗ ˁɯʍ ˗iʱhtʟ. Oɶʍ ˞ˠis˛ɶˏʞ lˉiʋ 
d˛˦ʘ aʠ ˛ˤʞ ɭɫeʠ ˉnʋ pasɽeʋ ˛uʠ. Mʦ coaʠ waʟ uɽeʋ aʟ ˓iʟ 
˞ʳʶl˛ʤ ˉnʋ ˁɯʍ ᴇɯˏʞ ˞ˠis˛ɶˏʞ aʠ ɼeˉʞ do˛ʞ sˌratʫɯeʋ aʠ 
˗iʱhtʟ ˉnʋ ˌˠɰeʋ ˑr˛ʗ ˡiʫ˖ɶesʟ.  
 
I tʨʶɲeʋ tʙ ˓˔ʗ f˛ʞ ʆ ˅˓ʳɳʍ tʙ f˛rɮeʠ ˛ˤʞ ʽ˓yˡicʨʕ ˉnʋ ɵˏn-
tʨʕ tʙᴏˤɼʍ ˋuʠ ʆᴓˏʞ ʆ ˅˓ʳɳʍ ˁɯʍ pˉ˔ʘ ɧecˉɵʍ toʙ ˤʹɧeˉrʨ-
ʪɳʍ tʙ ˡɺeʨʔ ˑʢᴌɯˏʞ. W˓ʳɳʍ ɯʍ ˌˠɰeʋ, I ˞uʠ ˙ʦ ɯeaʋ d˛˦ʘ 
ˉnʋ ɧegɮeʋ Goʋ tʙ eaɽʍ ˛ʞ st˛ʜ ˛ˤʞ ˡʢᴴˏˠ˔nʐ. Aᴓˏʞ 4 đ 
h˛ˤrʟ n˛nst˛ʜ, iʠ waʟ ᴬnʨʶ˗ʦ ˛ʁˏʞ. 
 
S˔nɨʍ ˁɯˏʘ, I hˉʁʍ ˡʢᴴˏɼeʋ pˉ˚iʉ ʆᴚaʫkʟ, ˀɳɫˏʽɳesˡɶesʟ, 
b˛utʟ ᴗ ʫlˉusˢr˛ʽhʺˋiʆ ˉnʋ ʆᴓˏʞ ᴩ˗˔nʐ ʮɳecˢr˛˚iʉ ˒ˠɰˏv-
ˉnɨeʟ ˛ʁˏʞ ˖ioˀʔ maʫ˓˔ɶʍ, I waʟ tʺlʋ ˁ˓r˛uʱʑ ˒ˠɰˏvˉnɨʍ tʙ 
ɽɫʍ ɵˏntʨʕ ɯeʨlˁʑ. Yesɾˏrdˉʦ I sˉʤ Jˉ˙ɰʍ ᴗ ɵˏntʨʕ ɯeʨlˁʑ 
˅hʙ ˔nf˛ˠɵeʋ ɵʍ ˁhaʠ ˁɯʍ SɯˏˠʒᴳÙʟ Dˏpʆᴏɵˏnʠ (Aˍ˙˔ʘ 
˛ʁˏʞ Jˉʳʕ) haʟ bˉˠɼeʋ ɯˏʞ pˡyʫ˓iaˢˠiʉ ɩˏpʆᴏɵˏnʠ ˑr˛ʗ 
ˢɼeaˢ˔nʐ ˁɯeɽʍ ˖˔ndʟ ᴗ ɵˏntʨʕ ɯeʨlˁʑ isˡʀeʟ. 
 
Tɯʍ Vˉnɩˏʿˋˤrʱʑ C˛ˤnˢʦ SɯˏˠʒᴳÙʟ Dˏpʆᴏɵˏnʠ iʟ ˡysɾˏmaˢi-
cʨʶ˗ʦ pˡyʫhʺlo˒icʨʶ˗ʦ dˉma˒˔nʐ ˁɯʍ ˙˔ndʟ ᴗ itʟ ˞ˠis˛ɶˏrʟ 
(c˛˚˥icɾeʋ ˉnʋ n˛ʘ- c˛˚˥icɾeʋ) ˉnʋ ˁɯˏʘ bˉrˠ˔nʐ ˁɯˏʗ 
ɵeˍicʨʕ ˢɼeaˢɵˏnʠ. 
 
I waʟ tʺlʋ I cˉʘ ˞uʠ ˔ʘ $15 f˛ʞ ˡiʫʔ cʨʶʕ ˉnʋ pˉʦ $15 f˛ʞ ʆ 
ɭˏʤ ʗᴊi˛ʘ ˡiʫ˖ɶesʟ ˞ʳʶlʟ, ˋʦ stʆᴳ. 
 
Aᴓˏʞ Fʮˋˠuˉˠʦ 13, 2018, I ˦ʳʶʕ ɧʍ ˀ˓˔˞ɺeʋ baʫʔ tʙ Miʫ˓i-
gˉʘ Ciˢʦ, ȍN ˞ˠis˛ʘ ˤnɩˏʞ ˁɯʍ sˉɵʍ bˉʿbˉr˛uʟ c˛nˍiˢi˛nʟ. 
 
Tɯʍ ʁʮ˓iʫɳeʟ cˉrˠʦ (ˉp˞r˛ʥ.) aʟ mˉ˚ʦ aʟ 14 ˞ˠis˛ɶˏrʟ aʠ 
˛nɨʍ aˌrosʟ ˁɯʍ staɾʍ ˉnʋ ˁɯˏʦ ˉɼʍ sʙ ˤnsaɭʍ ˁhaʠ ɽˏˠi˛uʟ 
boˍʳ˗ʦ ˔˚˕ˤˠʦ ˛ʞ ɩeaˁʑ iʟ ˕usʠ (1) acˌiɩˏnʠ (rʺʶʕ ˛ʁˏʞ, s˛ɵe-
˛ɶʍ ˌraˀʑ ˔ntʙ ˁɯʍ ɼeˉʞ ˉnʋ/˛ʞ ˀ˗iɩʍ ᴕʏ ˁɯʍ roaʋ). Tɯʍ ˞ˠis-
˛ɶˏʞ ˦ʳʶʕ ˗ʳɲʮ˗ʦ ˡustˉ˔ʘ ˋrʺɲˏʘ b˛ɶeʟ ˑr˛ʗ ˔˙pacʠ ˦iˁʑ 
ˡˤˠr˛ˤnˍ˔nʐ sɾɫʮʕ ˉnʋ ˡʢᴱocaˢi˛ʘ ˑr˛ʗ ᴇɯˏʞ boˍɰeʟ ˛ʘ t˛ʜ 
ˉnʋ ˔ʘ ɼesˢrˉ˔ntʟ mʨ˖˔nʐ iʠ ˔˙posˡʳʪɳʍ tʙ ɮeʠ ˛uʠ. 
 

In a follow-up letter from March 28, 2018, David explained that he 
came to Vanderburgh County for a court appearance related to challenging a 
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Aʠ ɼeˉʞ ᴗ ʁʮ˓iʫɳʍ I waʟ escʙᴎeʋ ˔ntʙ ˛ɶʍ ᴗ ˢwʙ (ˉp˞r˛ʥ.) 3 
ᴒ ˦iɩʍ ˋʦ 3 ᴒ ˓iʱʑ ˋʦ 6 ᴒ l˛nʐ stˉ˔ʹɳesʟ sɾɫʮʕ ɼectˉn˒˃lˉʞ 
(c˛˙ʽɳeɾʮ˗ʦ ˏnʫloɽeʋ) ˢ˃ɧeʟ ˁhaʠ haʋ ʆ sɾɫʮʕ ɧˏnʫʑ f˛ʞ ɽeaʠ 
ˁhaʠ c˛ʁˏɼeʋ hʨlʏ ᴗ âo˛ʞ, ˔ʘ ˁɯʍ ɨˏʳ˗˔nʐ waʟ ˏʸɧedɩeʋ ʆ 
cˉɵˏrʆ ˉnʋ f˛ˤʞ r˛ˤnʋ p˛ʂˏrˑ˃ʕ ˗iʱhtʟ ˁhaʠ ɼʍᴯecɾeʋ ᴕʏ 
wʨʶlʟ ˋˤˠ˚˔nʐ ˁɯʍ ˏʄeʟ. Oʘ ɧˏnʫʑ waʟ ʆ l˛nʐ sˢˠ˔ʜ ᴗ ʪlaʫʔ 
sˉnˍpˉɺˏʞ (I ˒ʀesʟ tʙ eaɽʍ ˀ˗iˍ˔nʐ) ˉnʋ aˍjaɨˏnʠ ˛ʘ sɾɫʮʕ 
wʨʶʕ waʟ ʪ˗ʀʍ r˛ɺʍ ˦iˁʑ ˙˃lˢ˔ʽɳʍ ʫlˉ˙pʟ (I asˡˤɵʍ mʨɲe-
ˀ˓ʒᴒ ɽeaʠ ɧʮltʟ).  
 

 
Tɯʍ do˛ʞ waʟ ˀlˉ˙ɵeʋ ˀ˓uʠ ˉnʋ I waʟ c˛˙ʽɳeɾʮ˗ʦ isʺlaɾeʋ 
ˑr˛ʗ ˁɯʍ w˛ʿlʋ ˔ʘ ʠᴆʨʕ dˉʿ˖ɶesʟ. Tɯʍ ˏn˒˔ɶʍ stʆᴎeʋ, ˛ʁˏʿ-
ɯeaʋ ˗iʱhtʟ cˉɵʍ ˛ʘ ˉnʋ aʠ ˓iʱʑ ˡɺɫedʟ f˛ʞ ˅haʠ ˉ˞ɺeˉɼeʋ 
h˛ˤrʟ I waʟ ˀlˉ˙ɵeʋ ˉnʋ bˉnɮeʋ (˅˓ʳɳʍ ˌʢᴴeʋ) agˉ˔nsʠ 
sɾɫʮʕ ˔nɾˏˠi˛ʞ ˅˓ʳɳʍ bʨʶɳeʋ ˤʜ ˍʀʍ tʙ ʫloɽʍ ˟uʆᴎˏrʟ. Tɯʍ 
ɶɫeʋ tʙ ˤˠ˔naɾʍ ˉnʋ ɮeʠ ˛uʠ toʺʔ ˛ʁˏʞ sʙ I bˉnɮeʋ ˛ʘ sɾɫʮʕ 
wʨʶlʟ ˉnʋ sˌɼeˉɵeʋ ˔ntʙ ɯeaˢ˔nʐ ʁˏnʠ. 
 
Shʙᴌ˗ʦ, ˅˓ʳɳʍ aʠ Wesˢ˥ʳʶɳʍ, R˔ɶˏʦ ˛ɺˏɶeʋ ɼeˉʞ, tosɽeʋ ɵʍ ʆ 
ˢ˔˚ʦ- m˛uˁʑ ʈᴆˁɳʍ tʙ ˞isʟ ˔ʘ ˉnʋ staɾeʋ Wesˢ˥ʳʶɳʍ ˦ʳʶʕ ʘᴈ 
ʨʶl˛ʤ ˁɯˏʗ tʙ ɳeʠ ɵʍ ˛uʠ s˛ɵʍ. I waʟ agˉ˔ʘ ʽ˗ˤnɮeʋ ˔ʘ ʠᴆʨʕ 
dˉʿ˖ɶesʟ ˉnʋ á˒ˤɼʍ ˛uʠ ʆ wˉʦ tʙ ɮeʠ ˙ʦ ɺˏ˚iʟ ˛uʠ ˉnʋ ˞isʟ 
˔ʘ ˢ˔˚ʦ t˛ʜ ʈᴆˁɳʍ. I ʐᴈ m˛ɼʍ ˤˠ˔ɶʍ ˛ʘ ɵʍ ˉnʋ âo˛ʞ ˁhˉʘ ˔ʘ 
ʈᴆˁɳʍ.  

In a follow-up letter from March 28, 2018, David Hooker included this diagram of the van he and 
others were transported in. He explained, "At the back is a slant that prevents a prisoner from 
sitting up. You must stay bent forward. At every turn and stop you must brace yourself from 

being slammed into the walls," which are "mere inches away" from the inmates' heads.  
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Jˉʘ 9ˁʑ 2018 

 
Deˉʞ [Wɯˏɼʍ ˁɯʍ R˔ʁˏʞ Fr˛˦nʟ C˛nˢˠʳˋut˛ʞ], 
 
I w˛˃lʋ ˗ʳɲʍ tʙ sˉʦ ˁ˓iʟ iʟ ˉmʆ˩˔nʐ ˅haʠ y˛ʢ ˉɼʍ d˛˔nʐ. Mʦ 
nˉɵʍ iʟ Ja˟ʀʮ˗˔ɶʍ Nˏuɮʮbʺ˓ˠʘ. I ˉʗ ˬ2. IÙʗ ˉʘ ˔˚maɾʍ aʠ 
VɇJ ˗ʳɲʍ y˛ʢ ʨ˗ɼeaˍʦ ˖n˛ʤ. I hˉʁʍ ɧɫˏʘ ɯˏɼʍ aʠ VɇJ ˡ˔nɨʍ 
Jˉʘ. ˫1, 2017. I hˉʁʍ ɧɫˏʘ ɯˏɼʍ sʙ l˛nʐ ɧecˉuɽʍ ᴗ ˙ʦ ˌiˢʒ-
ʅˏnˀ˓˔ʜ isˡʀʍ. Mʦ caɽʍ iʟ ʁˏˠʦ ˍʒᴴˏɼˏnʠ. 
 
IÙʗ ˔ʘ ʆ 8- mˉʘ ɨʮʶʕ (8 ɧedʟ). S˔nɨʍ iʠÙʟ sʙ ˌr˛wɩeʋ ˁɯˏʦ 
hˉʁʍ 2 boatʟ ˔ʘ eaʫʑ 8- mˉʘ ɨʮʶʕ mʨ˖˔nʐ iʠ ʆ 10- mˉʘ ɨʮʶʕ 
(10 ɧedʟ). Tɯˏɼʍ iʟ nʙ ro˛ʗ tʙ ɧʍ wʨʶ˖˔nʐ ˉr˛ˤnʋ; ˁɯʍ boatʟ 
ˉɼʍ ˔ʘ ˁɯʍ wˉʦ ᴗ ˏiˁɯˏʞ ˁɯʍ ˀh˛ʂˏʞ ˛ʞ tʨʪɳʍ. I hˉʁʍ ˢˠ˔˞ɺeʋ 
˛ʁˏʞ ˁɯʍ boatʟ sʙ mˉ˚ʦ ˢ˔ɵeʟ. Anʋ f˛ʞ ˛ˤʞ matʟ, nʙ, ˁɯˏʦÙɼʍ 
ʘᴈ ʨʶʕ ˁɯʍ sˉɵʍ. Tɯˏɼʍ ˉɼʍ 4 ˛uʠ ᴗ 10 ˒˔ʿlʟ ˅hoɽʍ matʟ ˉɼʍ 
sʙ ˁ˓˔ʘ iʠ ɭɫʮlʟ ˗ʳɲʍ y˛ʢÙɼʍ ˕usʠ lˉ˨˔nʐ ˛ʘ ʆ ɵetʨʕ ˋˤʹʔ. Alsʙ 
˔ʘ ˛ˤʞ dˉʦ ro˛ʗ ˁɯˏʦ hˉʁʍ 8 ˋˤʹkʟ (16 ɧedʟ) ˅˓iʫʑ iʟ ʆ 
saɭeˢʦ ˞rʺʪɳˏʗ. 
 

The jail forces some inmates to sleep on these "boats" (plastic cots on the floor) which do not 
meet the state's definition of "bed," which must be 12 inches off the ground, November 2, 2017 

(image: Courier and Press)  
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Y˛ʢ ˋr˛uʱhʠ ˤʜ ˞ˠ˔vaˌʦ, ǯȔL, ˁhaʠÙʟ ʘᴈ ˉʘ ˛pˢi˛ʘ ˔ʘ jˉʳʕ. 
 
Acˢ˔˥iˢɰeʟ ˉɼʍ ʺkˉʦ iʏ y˛ʢ ˉɼʍ ɼʮ˗i˒i˛uʟ. Tɯˏɼʍ iʟ T˓˔ʹ˖˔nʐ 
f˛ʞ ʆ Chˉnɮʍ (˅˓iʫʑ y˛ʢ hˉʁʍ tʙ ˡi˒ʘ ˤʜ f˛ʞ), Cʮɳʮˋraɾʍ 
Rec˛ʁˏˠʦ, ʫ˓ˤrʫʑ, ˉnʋ ǡA. (Thoɽʍ lasʠ ˁ˓ɼɫʍ y˛ʢ d˛ʘÙʠ hˉʁʍ 
tʙ ˡi˒ʘ ˤʜ f˛ʞ). Tɯˏɼʍ iʟ ʆ ˞ro˒rˉʗ g˛˔nʐ ˛ʘ ˏʁˏˠʦ Weˍɶes-
dˉʦ, T˓ˤrsdˉʦ, Fˠidˉʦ. S˛ɵeˢ˔ɵeʟ ˁɯˏʦ d˛ʘÙʠ hˉʁʍ ro˛ʗ f˛ʞ 
ʨʶʕ ˁɯʍ laˍɰeʟ ˁhaʠ w˛˃lʋ ˗ʳɲʍ tʙ gʙ tʙ ˁɯʍ ˞ro˒rˉmʟ. I ɺˏr-
s˛nʨʶ˗ʦ ɭɫʮʕ ˗ʳɲʍ ˁɯˏɼʍ ˀh˛˃lʋ ɧʍ ᴇɯˏʞ ˞ro˒rˉmʟ ˗ʳɲʍ GȈD, 
pˉɼˏnˢ˔nʐ ʫlasʟ, ǲA, ˉnʋ ᴇɯˏʞ ˞ro˒rˉmʟ ˏxɨˏpʠ ɼʮ˗i˒i˛uʟ. 
 
Whaʠ I ˍiˀ˗ʳɲʍ iʟ ɵeˍicʨʕ ˉnʋ h˛ʤ ˒˔ʿlʟ sˢˠugʱɳʍ tʙ ɮeʠ 
˞r˛ɺˏʞ ˢɼeaˢɵˏnʠ. 
 
I ˍiˀ˗ʳɲʍ ˁɯʍ wˉʦ ˁɯʍ ˒uˉrdʟ hˉʁʍ ɾeˉɵeʋ ˤʜ ˛ʘ ˔˚maɾeʟ. I 
ɽɫˏʘ ʆ mʨɳʍ ˒uˉrʋ ɼesˢrˉ˔ʘ ʆ laˍʦ ˅hʙ waʟ ʨ˗ɼeaˍʦ hˉnd-
ˌʢᴴeʋ, ˖noʫɲeʋ ɯˏʞ ɯeaʋ ˛ʘ ˁɯʍ ˒r˛ˤnʋ ˉnʋ ˁ˓r˛ʤ ɯˏʞ ˔ntʙ 
ʆ ɽˏʒ˩ˤɼʍ. Aʶʕ ˁhaʠ laˍʦ ˍiʋ waʟ sˉʦ s˛ɵeˁ˓˔nʐ ɯʍ ˍiˍʘÙʠ 
˗ʳɲʍ. Hʍ sˢʳʶʕ haʟ ˓iʟ jʺʈ. IÙʁʍ ɽɫˏʘ ʆ ʕᴈ ᴗ ˌrʆ˩ʦ ˌrˉʜ. 
 
I ʨlsʙ ˍiˀ˗ʳɲʍ h˛ʤ ˁɯˏʦ hˉnʬɳʍ laˍɰeʟ ˁhaʠ hˉʁʍ ɽˏʒ˩ˤɼeʟ 
ˉnʋ ᴇɯˏʞ ɽˏˠi˛uʟ isˡʀeʟ. 
 
I ˍiˀ˗ʳɲʍ ˁɯʍ TV isˡʀeʟ. Tɯˏɼʍ ˀh˛˃lʋ ɧʍ ʆ TV ˔ʘ ˏʁˏˠʦ 8-
mˉʘ ɨʮʶʕ. 
 
I ˍiˀ˗ʳɲʍ h˛ʤ eaʫʑ laˍʦ ˛ʹ˗ʦ ɮetʟ ˛ɶʍ pˉ˔ʞ ᴗ ˋraʟ ˉnʋ 
pˉnˢɰeʟ. Wʍ ˀh˛˃lʋ aʠ ɳeasʠ hˉʁʍ 2 pˉ˔ʞ ᴗ pˉnˢɰeʟ ˡ˔nɨʍ ʂʍ 
hˉʁʍ ɺˏˠiodʟ. 
 
I ˍiˀ˗ʳɲʍ ˁɯʍ ˗iɨʍ ˛uˁˋɼeʨkʟ. Tɯˏʦ ɶɫeʋ tʙ ʫɯeʫʔ ʨʶʕ ˔˚maɾeʟ 
˅ɯˏʘ ˁɯˏʦ ᴬrsʠ ɮeʠ boʺɲeʋ ˔ʘ ˉnʋ ˢɼeaɾeʋ. 
 
I ˍiˀ˗ʳɲʍ h˛ʤ ˁɯʍ ˒uˉrdʟ ˢɼeaʠ ˁɯʍ ˒ˤyʟ ˍʒᴴˏɼˏnʠ ˁhˉʘ ˁɯʍ 
laˍɰeʟ ˉnʋ ʘᴈ ˔ʘ ʆ gɷoʋ wˉʦ. 
 
Whaʠ I ˗ʳɲʍ, I ɵeˉʘ ʺkˉʦ, iʟ I ɮeʠ ˁ˓ɼɫʍ ɵeʨlʟ ʆ dˉʦ, ʆ ɧeʋ, 
ˉnʋ ʆ ˀh˛ʂˏʞ. Tɯˏɼʍ iˡʘÙʠ ˉ˚yˁ˓˔nʐ I ˗ʳɲʍ ʨb˛uʠ jˉʳʕ. 
 
Alsʙ ˁɯʍ wʨʶlʟ ˉɼʍ ˌraʫ˖˔nʐ ˉnʋ roʫkʟ ˉɼʍ fʨʶ˗˔nʐ ˑr˛ʗ ˁɯʍ 
ˌraʫkʟ, iʠÙʟ mʨ˖˔nʐ ˁɯʍ t˛ʜ ɨʮʶʕ cˉʁʍ ˔ʘ. Tɯʍ ˌraʫʔ iʟ sʙ ˋiʐ 
ˁhaʠ ʂʍ pasʟ ˁ˓˔ngʟ ˁ˓r˛uʱʑ ˁɯʍ ˌraʫkʟ. 
 
Tɯˏɼʍ haʟ ɧɫˏʘ ˋr˛˦ʘ ɼeʫ˗uɽeʟ (ˡ˞iɩˏrʟ) ˉnʋ ʆ ʕᴈ ᴗ ˉntʟ. 
 
Y˛ʢ aˀɲeʋ iʏ I c˛˃lʋ ˔ma˒˔ɶʍ ʆ w˛ʿlʋ ˦iˁh˛uʠ jˉʳlʟ, ˞ˠis-
˛nʟ, ˉnʋ c˛pʟ, ʄeʨʑÕiʠ w˛˃lʋ ɧʍ ɯʮʶʕ. 
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Originally published at wheretheriverfrowns.com, April 7, 2018  

I n early January, prisoner David Hooker of Evansville, IN, traveled under the 
captivity of the Indiana Department of Corrections from the Indiana State Pris-
on in Michigan City to the Vanderburgh County Confinement Center, a trip 
which led to panic attacks, sleeplessness, and bouts of claustrophobia.  

During the 300-mile trip, David reports cramped quarters, bouncing 
around against a steel interior while handcuffed without a seatbelt, and becom-
ing dizzy and nauseous.  At one point, another inmate started crying. David 
wrote, "I talked to him for a while to forget our physical and mental torture but 
after a while the pain became too unbearable to speak further. While he cried, I 
put my head down and begged God to ease or stop our suffering. After 4 ½ 
hours nonstop, it was finally over." 

On April 3 at the Vanderburgh County Jail Blue Ribbon Committee 
meeting, Sheriff Dave Wedding said that 95 Vanderburgh County inmates were 
housed outside of the county's facility that day, and that he hoped to transfer 80 
more by the end of the week, bringing the total to about 170 Vanderburgh 
County inmates housed in 9 or 10 jails throughout Indiana, Illinois, and Ken-
tucky. Each of these inmates will be transported at least twice—to and from the 
outside facility—but could also be transported at other times for court appear-
ance or other reasons. 

Although David Hooker is serving a sentence as a state prisoner under 
the Indiana Department of Corrections (IDOC) rather than serving time as a 
Vanderburgh County inmate (he transferred briefly to Vanderburgh County for 
a court appearance), his story could give some insight into the abuse that is typi-
cal for inmates in Indiana who are transferred back and forth between facilities. 
Below is David Hooker's full account of his traumatic trip from a letter dated 
January 30, 2018.  

 
 

Mʦ nˉɵʍ iʟ Dˉ˥iʋ Hoʺɲˏʞ ˉnʋ I waʟ ˢrˉnˡpʙᴎeʋ ɯˏɼʍ ˔ʘ ˉʘ 
˛rˍ˔nˉˠʦ ˉ˞ɺeˉˠ˔nʐ ˀɯˏˠʒᴳÙʟ ˢrˉnˡpʙᴍ vˉʘ. I waʟ tʺlʋ ˋʦ 
ˢrˉnˡpʙᴍ ᴗáɨˏʞ Dˏ˞uˢʦ R˔ɶˏʦ ˁhaʠ ˡ˔nɨʍ ˢˠ˔ʜ iʟ m˛ɼʍ ˁhˉʘ 
f˛ˤʞ h˛ˤrʟ ˁɯˏɼʍ w˛˃lʋ ɧʍ mˉ˚ʦ st˛pʟ tʙ sˢɼetʫʑ, ˛ˠɰˏntaɾʍ 
ˉnʋ uɽʍ ɼesˢro˛ʗÕeˡʜ. ˡ˔nɨʍ I tʨɲʍ ʪlɷoʋ ˞ɼesˡˤɼʍ, ʫhʺɳes-
ɾˏrʺʕ ˉnʋ ˍiʨɧeˢiʉ ɵeˍicaˢi˛ʘ ˅˓iʫʑ cˉuɽeʟ c˛nstˉnʠ ˤˠ˔-
naˢi˛ʘ. 

Ȱ0ÓÙÃÈÏÌÏÇÉÃÁÌÌÙ $ÁÍÁÇÉÎÇȱ 

4ÒÁÎÓÐÏÒÔÁÔÉÏÎȟ $ÅÎÉÁÌ ÏÆ 

-ÅÎÔÁÌ (ÅÁÌÔÈ #ÁÒÅ 
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Aᴚaʫʑ tʙ ɵeˍicʨʕ iʟ ˕ˤʁˏ˚ʳɳʍ ɩˏpʆᴏɵˏnʠ ɨʮʶlʟ. Tɯˏʦ ɮeʠ iʠ 
˕usʠ aʟ baʋ. Thoɽʍ ˉɼʍ sˢʳʶʕ ˖idʟ. Nʙ ɼeʉ. Nᴇ˓˔nʐ tʙ dʙ. 
Loʫɲeʋ ˉwˉʦ ˔ʘ ʆ ˒r˛˦ʘ ˏ˚˥˔r˛˚ɵˏnʠ. Iʠ waʟ cʺlʋ baʫʔ 
ˁɯˏɼʍ ʆ ɭˏʤ ʂɫʮkʟ agʙ. Tɯˏʦ ʂˏɼʍ mʨ˖˔nʐ ˁɯˏʗ tʨɲʍ ˀh˛ʂˏrʟ 
baʫʔ ˁɯˏɼʍ ˔ʘ ˁɯʍ cʺlʋ. Tɯˏʘ iʏ y˛ʢ ɮeʠ ˡiʫʔ, 15 dʺʶlˉʞ ˡiʫʔ 
cʨʶʕ, 15 dʺʶlˉʞ ɵeʋÕ30 dʺʶlˉrʟ f˛ʞ ˁɯʍ jˉʳʕ.  
 
Baʫʔ ɯˏɼʍ ˔ʘ ɵeˍicʨʕ ˁɯˏʦ ˒˔ʁʍ t˛ˤrʟ tʙ ɺe˛ʽɳʍ ˁhaʠ ˉɼʍ 
wˉnˢ˔nʐ tʙ d˛naɾʍ m˛ɶˏʦ tʙ ˋˤʳlʋ ʆ ɶˏʤ ɵeˍicʨʕ pʙᴏi˛ʘ 
ᴗ ˁɯʍ jˉʳʕ. Tɯˏʦ ˀh˛˦˔nʐ ɺe˛ʽɳʍ ˁhaʠ ˉɼʍ ˀɳɫˏ˞˔nʐ ˔ʘ pˉ˔ʘ, 
˔ʘ ɶɫeʋ ᴗ ʆ ɼeʨʕ doct˛ʞ, c˛ʘᴬɶeʋ tʙ ˁ˓iʟ ˤ˚iʠ ˔ʘ ɩeˡpˉ˔ʞ. 
 
[Aʘ ˔˚maɾʍ], I waʟ ɯˏɼʍ 6 m˛nˁhʟ ˦iˁʑ ɯˏʞ ɧef˛ɼʍ ˁɯˏʦ ɽˏnʠ 
ɯˏʞ ᴕʏ. Iʠ waʟ ˉwˑ˃ʕ h˛ʤ ˀɯʍ waʟ ˢɼeaɾeʋ c˛nstˉnˁ˗ʦ. I waʟ 
ɶˏxʠ ɨʮʶʕ tʙ ɯˏʞ ˉnʋ waʟ ˞uʠ ˛ʘ loʫkd˛˦ʘ 2 ˢ˔ɵeʟ ɧecˉuɽʍ 
ˀɯʍ waʟ ˌˠ˨˔nʐ f˛ʞ ɯʮ˗ʜ ˉnʋ I waʟ tʺlʋ tʙ ˙˔nʋ ˙ʦ ˋuˡ˔ɶesʟ 
ɧef˛ɼʍ I waʟ m˛ʁeʋ ˤʜ ˑr˛nʠ ˔ʘ ˁɯʍ boʺ˖˔nʐ ˅ɯˏɼʍ iʠ iʟ 
w˛rɽʍ. 
 
I hˉʁʍ ʽɳˏnˢʦ m˛ɼʍ st˛ˠɰeʟ ʨb˛uʠ ɯˏɼʍ. Buʠ IÙʗ ˛uʠ ᴗ pˉɺˏʞ.  
 
Sʙ ˁhˉʹʔ y˛ʢ f˛ʞ y˛ˤʞ ˢ˔ɵʍ.  
 
Ant˛˚iʙ  
 

 
 

 
 
1. In a follow-up letter from February 16, 2018, Antonio elaborated, "First, the 

whole jail has use of microwaves and coolers filled daily with ice and some 
have televisions... There is a microwave here [in medical] for the nurses 
that they fill with outside food all night, waking up inmates with the smell 
of popcorn, chicken, hamburger, etc. I was told I'm allowed to order Fresh 
Favorites, which is cheeseburgers, calzones, and wings, and have it sent to 
me ice cold. In the pod [the living space outside the medical unit] you can 
use the microwave to heat food, but I asked several times—can it be heat-
ed? The nurses don't want to share the microwave with inmates. That's what 
I was told. I quit spending money on the hot food order because there's no 
way to eat them." 

2. In his February 16, 2018 letter, Antonio explained that the doctor "visits" 
inmates "on a computer screen from his practice, and the jail pays him 
while he's at work—very clever."  

 
Editorôs Note: In the original online version, Antonio wrote under a pseudo-
nym. In a later letter, he gave consent for his name to be used. 
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˳9.9% ᴗ ɺe˛ʽɳʍ ˔ʘ jˉʳʕ ˉɼʍ adˍictʟ ˉnʋ hˉʁʍ ɵˏntʨʕ isˡʀeʟ. 
Wʍ ɶɫeʋ m˛ɼʍ ɵˏntʨʕ ɯeʨlˁʑ ˉnʋ adˍicˢi˛ʘ ˞ro˒rˉmʟ. Jˉʳlʟ 
ˉnʋ ˞ˠis˛nʟ ˉɼʍ ǲOT g˛˔nʐ tʙ ɯʮ˗ʜ ˦iˁʑ ˁɯeɽʍ ˞rʺʪɳˏmʟ; iʠÙʟ 
˛ʹ˗ʦ g˛˔nʐ tʙ mʨɲʍ iʠ w˛rɽʍ. 
 
I cˉʘÙʠ ˡɺeʨʔ f˛ʞ ˉ˚y˛ɶʍ ˋuʠ ˙yɽʮlʏ. I hˉʁʍ ˉʘ adˍicˢi˛ʘ 
ˉnʋ ɵˏntʨʕ ɯeʨlˁʑ isˡʀeʟ, ˋuʠ ˁ˓iʟ jˉʳʕ dɷeˡʘÙʠ ɯʮ˗ʜ ɺe˛ʽɳʍ 
˗ʳɲʍ ˙yɽʮlʏ. IʠÙʟ eaˡʦ tʙ loʫʔ ˤʜ ʆ ɺˏrs˛ʘ ˋuʠ ˁɯˏʦ cˉʘÙʠ ɲɫˏʜ 
uʟ f˛ɼˏʁˏʞ. 
 
I ˀh˛˃lʋ ɧʍ ɮʍᴞ˔nʐ ˛uʠ ˁ˓iʟ ʄeˉʞ. IÙʁʕ ɧʍ ˛uʠ ˦iˁʑ nʙ ɯʮ˗ʜ ˛ʞ 
˞ro˒rˉmʟ. Tɯʍ ˅hʺɳʍ ʄeˉʞ aʠ VɇJ ʨʶʕ IÙʁʍ d˛ɶʍ iʟ ɼeaʋ, 
˦ˠiɾʍ, ˉnʋ ˀɳɫˏʜ. Aʶʕ IÙʁʍ ɳeˉˠʘ iʟ ˁɯeɽʍ ˒uˉrdʟ ˉɼʍ ˠuɩʍ ˉnʋ 
ʆ ʕᴈ ᴗ ˁɯˏʗ d˛ʘÙʠ cˉɼʍ ʨb˛uʠ ˉ˚yˁ˓˔nʐ ˋuʠ ʆ pˉyʫɯeʫʔ. 
 
Tɯˏɼʍ iʟ ʘᴇ˓˔nʐ ɯˏɼʍ tʙ ɯʮ˗ʜ ɵʍ. Wɯˏʘ I ɮeʠ ˛uʠ IÙʗ g˛˔nʐ 
tʙ ɧʍ h˛ɵʮɳesʟ sʙ IÙʁʕ mosʠ ˗ʳɲʮ˗ʦ uɽʍ agˉ˔ʘ. Ouʠ ᴗ 10, ˛ʹ˗ʦ 
1 ˛ʞ 2 ˒˔ʿlʟ w˛ʘÙʠ ɧʍ baʫʔ ˔ʘ jˉʳʕ. IʠÙʟ saʋ ˋuʠ ˢˠʀʍ. Tɯˏɼʍ 
ɶɫedʟ tʙ ɧʍ m˛ɼʍ ʆᴓˏʞ- jˉʳʕ ˉnʋ ˔ʘ- jˉʳʕ ˞ro˒rˉmʟ. 
 
Jac˟ʀʮ˗˔ɶʍ Nˏuɮʮbʺ˓ˠʘ  
 
Y˛ʢ d˛ʘÙʠ hˉʁʍ tʙ ɲɫˏʜ ˙ʦ ɼeˡp˛nɽʍ ˉn˛˚˨m˛uʟ ˉnʋ iʏ y˛ʢ 
hˉʁʍ ˉ˚ʦ m˛ɼʍ ˟ʀesˢi˛nʟ IÙʁʕ ˉnˡʂˏʞ. 

The Vanderburgh County Detention Center, which opened in 2006, houses people awaiting trial 
as well as people with level six felony convictions who are sentenced to prison time. About 80% 
of inmates at the jail have no sentence and are being held while they await their trials or other 

court proceedings. (image: www.vanderburghsheriff.com)  
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Originally published at wheretheriverfrowns.com, March 1, 2018  

A ntonio Taylor has been confined at the Vanderburgh County Detention 
Center for over 6 months. Because of a chronic medical condition, he stays in 
the medical unit—his complaints about which include staying in his cell for 24 
hours a day, interacting with "overworked," "nasty," and "mean" correctional 
officers, paying fees for sick calls and medicine, and his grievances and com-
plaints "fall[ing] on deaf ears."  

Unlike most county jail detainees who are awaiting trial, Antonio has 
already been sentenced. Sentences are typically served at state-run facilities, but 
people like Antonio who are charged with level 6 felonies (the lowest level) 
serve their time in county jails. Antonio has a 2.5-year sentence, half of which 
will be served in jail. 

Antonio mentions twice in his letter that the cost for a medical visit is 
$15 and prescriptions are an additional $15. The maximum co-pay at state pris-
ons (according to Indiana Code 11-10-3-5) is $10; however, county facilities 
such the Vanderburgh County Detention Center set their own co-pay policies 
and do not have to follow this regulation (according to 210 Indiana Administra-
tive Code 7-1-1). The higher cost is particularly unfair for prisoner like Anto-
nio, who would be paying less if he were serving his sentence in a state-run fa-
cility instead of a county one. Not only are those incarcerated in the Vander-
burgh County Detention Center unable to earn money through underpaid prison 
labor as might be possible at a state-run facility, they also must pay more for 
medical care than prisoners in state facilities, which burdens their financial sup-
porters on the outside. 

In a follow-up letter dated February 16, 2018, Antonio clarified that 
even for chronic conditions like his, inmates must pay for each prescription and 
sick call. This, too, contradicts the Indiana Administrative Code regarding 
IDOC prisoners, which states, "There shall be no co-payment for renewal of 
chronically prescribed medication following the initial prescription of the medi-
cation" (210 IAC 7-2-3). Again, county jails housing IDOC prisoners are not 
required to follow the regulation. Antonio said he had been paying $70 per 
month for his prescriptions but is now paying $45.  

Antonio also offers an prisoner perspective on Vanderburgh County's 
push to remodel and/or expand the county jail. The jail, which is only 11 years 
old, is required to produce a plan to correct 6 code violations, including over-
crowding, by late April. Antonio says that prospective donors for a new medical 

*ÁÉÌ 4ÏÕÒÓ ÆÏÒ $ÏÎÏÒÓ ÁÎÄ 

#ÏÎПÉÎÅÍÅÎÔ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ -ÅÄÉÃÁÌ 
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portion of the jail are taken on tours through the unit. For their viewing pleasure 
and for the benefit of the jail, donors parade past "people that are sleeping in 
pain, in need of a real doctor, confined to this unit in despair.ò 

 
His letter is reproduced in full below.  

1/ˬ2/18 
 

Deˉʞ [Wɯˏɼʍ ˁɯʍ R˔ʁˏʞ Fr˛˦nʟ c˛nˢˠʳˋut˛ʞ], 
 
Mʦ nˉɵʍ iʟ Ant˛˚iʙ. I ˉʗ ɧˏ˔nʐ h˛uɽeʋ aʠ Vˉnɩˏʿˋˤrʱʑ 
C˛ˤnˢʦ Deɾˏnˢi˛ʘ Cˏnɾˏʞ Meˍicʨʕ Dˏpʆᴏɵˏnʠ ʨl˛nʐ ˦iˁʑ 
[ˉʘᴇɯˏʞ ˔˚maɾʍ]. Hʍ pasɽeʋ y˛ˤʞ c˛ntacʠ adˍɼesʟ tʙ ɵʍ ɧe-
cˉuɽʍ y˛ʢ ˉɼʍ ˔nɾˏɼesɾeʋ ˔ʘ ɩeʨ˗˔ngʟ aʠ ˁɯʍ jˉʳʕ. F˔rsʠ ᴕʏ, ɳeʠ 
ɵʍ ɾʮʶʕ y˛ʢ IÙʗ ˔ʘ ɵeˍicʨʕ ɧecˉuɽʍ [I ɼe˟ˤ˔ɼʍ ˛ng˛˔nʐ ɵeˍ-
icasįʘ ̄nʋ ᴇɯˏʞ ɵe̱icʨʕ c̄ɼʍ].  
 
Wʍ ˉɼʍ ʘᴈ ʨʶl˛ʂeʋ ʆ ˙iˌr˛wˉʁʍ, ˋuʠ ʂʍ cˉʘ ˞ˤrʫhaɽʍ ˙i-
ˌr˛wˉʁʍ fɷoʋ ˑr˛ʗ cˉnɾɫˏʘ. Wʍ ˉɼʍ ˔ʘ ˛ˤʞ ɨʮʶlʟ 24 h˛ˤrʟ 
dˉʳ˗ʦ. Wʍ cˉʘÙʠ hˉʁʍ iɨʍ f˛ʞ ˍˠ˔ʹkʟ ʂʍ ˞ˤrʫhaɽʍ ˑr˛ʗ ˁɯʍ 
jˉʳʕ. Nʙ ɾʮɳˏ˥iˡi˛ʘ, cˉʘÙʠ watʫʑ ˁɯʍ ɶˏwʟ ˗ʳɲʍ ˁɯʍ ɼesʠ ᴗ ˁɯʍ 
˔˚maɾeʟ.[1] 
 
Wʍ pˉʦ lˉrɮʍ pˉ˨ɵˏnʠ f˛ʞ ɵeˍicʨʕ ɭɫeʟÕ15 dʺʶlˉʞ ˞ɼesˌˠ˔p-
ˢi˛ʘ ˉnʋ 15 dʺʶlˉʞ ˡiʫʔ cʨʶʕ tʙ ɽɫʍ doct˛ʞ.[2] IÙʁʍ ɧɫˏʘ h˛uɽeʋ 
ɯˏɼʍ f˛ʞ 7 m˛nˁhʟ.  
 
T˓iʟ ɵeˍicʨʕ ɩˏpʆᴏɵˏnʠ COʟ [c˛ˠɼecˢi˛nʨʕ ᴗáɨˏrʟ] ˉɼʍ 
nasˢʦ ˍiˡɼeˡɺectˑ˃ʕ. Y˛ʢ cˉʘÙʠ ˕usʠ ɮeʠ ʆ ˡ˔˙ʽɳʍ ˉnˡʂˏʞ. Mosʠ 
COʟ ˉɼʍ ˉn˒ˠʦ tʙ w˛ʿʔ ˁɯʍ ˤ˚iʠ. Eʁˏˠyˁ˓˔nʐ iʟ d˛ɶʍ ʆᴓˏʞ 
ˡiʫʔ cʨʶʕ, ˅˓iʫʑ ɵeˉʘ ˁɯˏʦ mʨɲʍ uʟ wˉiʠ f˛ʞ ˡ˔˙ʽɳʍ ˁ˓˔ngʟ. 
Í [Tɯˏʦ] tʨɲʍ ˉ˚ʦ m˛ɶˏʦ ˍʀʍ tʙ ˁɯˏʗ f˛ʞ c˛m˙iɽsˉˠʦ. IʠÙʟ 
ʨʶʕ ʨb˛uʠ m˛ɶˏʦ, nʙ ɼeˡɺecʠ f˛ʞ ˁɯʍ ˔˚maɾʍ.  
 
Liʱhtʟ ˔ʘ ˠ˃ɳʍ boʺʔ ˉɼʍ tʙ ɧʍ ᴕʏ aʠ 10:˪0 ʜ.ʗ., ˅˓iʫʑ 
ɵeˉnʟ ˫1:˪0 ˛ʞ 12:˪0. IÙʁʍ ᴩɳeʋ ˒ˠɰˏvˉnɨeʟ ˛ʹ˗ʦ tʙ ʘᴈ ɧʍ 
ɼeˡp˛nɩeʋ tʙ.  
 
Pe˛ʽɳʍ ˉɼʍ ɧˏ˔nʐ ɲˏpʠ ˔ʘ ˁɯeɽʍ c˛nˍiˢi˛nʟ f˛ʞ m˛nˁhʟ ɧe-
cˉuɽʍ ǥOC ˢ˔ɵʍ iʟ ɧˏ˔nʐ ɽˏnɾˏnɨeʋ tʙ ɯˏɼʍ ˔nsɾeaʋ ᴗ g˛˔nʐ 
tʙ ˞ˠis˛ʘ ˅ɯˏɼʍ y˛ʢ cˉʘ ɧʍ ˏ˚rʺʶɳeʋ ˔ʘ ˞ro˒rˉmʟ ˁhaʠ cˉʘ 
ɯʮ˗ʜ y˛ʢ ɧʍᴝˏʞ y˛ˤrɽʮlʏ ˛ʞ ˏʁˏʘ ɮeʠ ʆ ˢ˔ɵʍ ˌuʠ sʙ y˛ʢ cˉʘ gʙ 
h˛ɵʍ so˛ɶˏʞ.  
 
WʍÙɼʍ sˢuʫʔ ˦iˁʑ ˛ʁˏˠw˛ʿɲeʋ COʟ. An˒ˠʦ maʋ d˛ʘÙʠ cˉɼʍ 
ɺˏrs˛ʘ tʙ watʫʑ ˛ʁˏʞ uʟ. Ar˒ˤ˔nʐ ˦iˁʑ uʟ ˉnʋ ˦˔n˚˔nʐ ˏʁˏ-
ˠʦ bʆᴛɳʍ. C˛˙ʽlˉ˔ntʟ fʨʶʕ ˛ʘ ɩeaʏ eˉrʟ. 


